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Illinois park closings delayed 
By Kurt Erickson 
LEE CAPITOL BUREAU 
09/17/2008 
 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — The Blagojevich administration is delaying its plan to close two dozen 
state parks and historic sites. 
 
Instead of closing on Oct. 1, all or parts of 14 historic sites will close on Oct. 15. 
 
Eleven state parks, originally set to close Nov. 1, will now close at the end of November. 
 
Kelley Quinn, a spokeswoman for Gov. Rod Blagojevich, said officials underestimated how long 
it would take to resolve personnel issues with workers being laid off from the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  
 
"We are going through all the appropriate personnel and collective bargaining steps. In some 
cases, this means working out bumping rights and we are trying to rehire where possible 
elsewhere in state agencies,'' Quinn said. "Overall, this is a lengthy process.'' 
 
The closings are part of the governor's ongoing fight with lawmakers over budget issues. 
 
Historic sites facing closure include the Lincoln Log Cabin near Lerna, the David Davis Mansion 
in Bloomington, three sites in Randolph County, Bryant Cottage in Bement and a part of the 
Blackhawk State Historic Site in Rock Island. 
 
State parks facing closure include Moraine View near LeRoy, Weldon Springs near Clinton, 
Wolf Creek near Windsor and Hidden Springs near Strasburg. 
 
In addition to the worker concerns, the closings have caught the eye of the federal government. 
 
Jason Holm, spokesman for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said Tuesday the agency has 
the power to block the closure of five of the parks because those parks received federal dollars. 
 
The five parks include Wolf Creek, Moraine View, Kickapoo, Illini and Hennepin Canal Parkway. 
 
Holm said the use of federal dollars to improve those facilities gives the agency the right to 
block their closure. 
 



''The service would have to review and approve'' any changes, Holm said. 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources spokesman Chris McCloud said the agency is aware 
of the federal concerns. 
 
''Yes, we are working with our federal partners on these aspects but no final decisions have 
been made how best to close each individual park,'' said McCloud. 
 
The issue of the closings had also become a top political concern among some Democrats 
involved in tough elections. 
 
At their urging, Senate President Emil Jones, D-Chicago, who is Blagojevich's top ally in the 
Legislature, called on the governor this week to delay the closings. 
 
Lawmakers are not expected to return until Nov. 12, meaning it will be too late to stop the 
closing of the historic sites. But, it could come in time to put the brakes on the state park 
closings. 
 
 
BLM Job Announcement 
 
Announcement Numbers:  WO Merit-2008-0223 
 
Position: Senior Outdoor Recreation Planner, GS-0023-13/14 
 
Opens: 9/16/2008              
Closes:   10/16/2008 
 
Duty Location:  This position is located in the Office of the Assistant Director, Renewable 
Resources and Planning Directorate, Division of Recreation and Visitor Services, Branch of 
Planning and Resources. 
 
Click on the link to view the announcements: 
 
http://jobsearch.usajobs.gov/getjob.asp?JobID=75817205&AVSDM=2008%2D09%2D16+13%3
A54%3A44&Logo=0&q=Bureau+of+land+management&lid=17514&FedEmp=Y&sort=rv&vw=d
&brd=3876&ss=0&FedPub=Y&SUBMIT1.x=70&SUBMIT1.y=15 
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