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Opening Doors to Water Trails Conference 
September 16-18, 2008 
Fort Worden Conference Center, Port Townsend, Washington 
 
Opening Doors to Water Trails is a gathering of recreation advocates, planners, and 
volunteers from across North America.  Participants will delve into the essentials of 
successful water trail projects: funding, planning, facilities, mapping, outreach, 
partnership and stewardship.  The conference fee of $200 includes meals and 
materials.  Enjoy a range of lodging and camping options at the historic Fort Worden 
State Park.  Extend your stay and participate in the 25th annual West Coast Sea Kayak 
Symposium September 19-21. 
For more information, visit www.wwta.org/wtc, email conference@wwta.org, or contact 
Washington Water Trails Association at 206-545-9161. 
 
 

Rec Commission Begins Work, Minus Congressional Imprimatur 
 
The recreation establishment will meet with two senators Monday (July 14) to launch a 
third national outdoor recreation commission, of a sorts. 
Following the lead of national recreation commissions in 1962 and 1987 the 
commission, calling itself the Outdoor Resources Review Group (ORRG), will be made 
up of a broad range of interests. But ORRG does not hold a Congressional mandate, at 
least not yet. 
ORRG intends to submit policy recommendations to the next Congress and the next 
President in 11 months. If Congress decides to formally establish an outdoor recreation 
commission, the ORRG work will undoubtedly serve as a base. Sens. Jeff Bingaman 
(D-N.M.) and Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) will meet with the group and are honorary 
cochairmen of ORRG. 
It is early in the game but we asked one of the founders, Henry Diamond, an influential 
attorney with ties to the Rockefellers, what the ORRG hoped to accomplish. He said in 
an E-mail, "(T)o call the attention of the next Administration to the importance of parks, 
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outdoor recreation and open space, and to assess the need for a new national 
commission." 
A five-page document lays out a précis for the group. It will begin with a background 
assessment by the Resources For the Future (RFF) think tank of demand for outdoor 
recreation, the value of outdoor recreation, the supply of outdoor recreation and funding. 
Of funding the précis says, "It will be important to track the trends in federal funding 
since the last review, including trends in funding for our most important resources such 
as national parks, as well as the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), and other 
agencies such as the Forest Service." 
The précis identifies six new "concerns" that affect outdoor recreation: health, access 
for children to nature, tensions between conservation and recreation, tensions between 
public lands users, urban area problems and climate change. 
Of urban areas the summary says, "Approximately 80% of the U.S. population lives in 
urban areas. Although open space, parks, and recreation areas in close proximity to 
people's homes may be highly valuable, city parks in the U.S. are uneven in quality both 
within and across cities." 
Climate control legislation could provide the money to re-energize outdoor recreation 
programs. The Senate took up climate change legislation (S 3036) in early June that 
would provide billions of dollars per year to conservation programs, including a 
guaranteed $900 million per year for LWCF. 
Asked if ORRG would have its eye on that legislation, Diamond emailed us, "You bet." 
The 17 members of the commission include two governors, other state officials, local 
officials, National Geographic Society Chairman Gilbert Grosvenor, Diamond, and 
representatives of the recreation industry and conservation. A full list follows at the end 
of this article. 
Money for the ORRG would come from unspecified foundations, said Diamond. In 
response to a question he said Resources for the Future, the Conservation Foundation 
and National Geographic would not finance it. 
Alexander served as the chairman of the last national panel, the President's 
Commission on Americans Outdoors (PCAO), in the 1980s. He has expressed interest 
in sponsoring legislation this year to establish the commission. 
However, time is working against a legislative commission. By the time it could be 
formed and conduct its work, the next administration would likely be in its second or 
third year and the next Congress would be largely bypassed. 
On February 8 an alliance of recreation industry officials, state officials and federal land 
managers submitted to Congress a smorgasbord of recommendations for a new 
commission. 
The recommendations from Partners Outdoors 2008 included the possibility of 
beginning the data collection for a commission this year followed by the formal 
designation of commission members next year by the next administration. Beginning the 
work now with an informal ORRG may overcome the scheduling hurdle. 



Bingaman for his part chairs the Senate Energy Committee, which oversees most 
outdoor recreation policy. 
While the recommendations of PCAO didn't gain much traction in 
Congress, the recommendations of the 1962 Outdoor Recreation Resources Review 
Commission did. Based on the 1962 report Congress established the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, the Wilderness Act, National Trails System, and the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. 
Here are the 17 members of the ORRG: 

• Carol Ash, Commissioner, New York Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, 
• John Berry, Director, National Zoological Park, 
• Phil Bredesen, Governor, State of Tennessee, 
• Derrick Crandall, President and CEO, American Recreation Coalition, PCAO 

member, 
• Diamond, Partner, Beveridge & Diamond, 
• Yvonne Ferrell, Executive Director, National Association of State Outdoor 

Recreation Liaison Officials, 
• Gilbert Grosvenor, Chairman, National Geographic Society, PCAO member, 
• Michael Mantell, Founder, Resources Law Institute 
• Patrick Noonan, Chairman Emeritus, The Conservation Fund, PCAO member, 
• William Reilly, Co-Chair, National Commission on Energy Policy, 
• Kent Salazar, President, New Mexico Wildlife Federation, 
• Mark Sanford, Governor, State of South Carolina, 
• Cathy Douglas Stone, Special Assistant to the Mayor of Boston for Environment, 
• Kathy Sullivan, Director, Battelle Center for Mathematics and Science  Education 

Policy, 
• Douglas Wheeler, Partner, Hogan & Hartson LLP, 
• Steven Williams, President, Wildlife Management Institute, 
• Joseph Wynns, Director, Department of Park and Recreation, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
• Margaret Walls, Senior Fellow, Resources for the Future. 

 
 

Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation Seeking Consultant 
Develop a scientifically valid and repeatable methodology to create an ongoing 
assessment of recreational boating access that will identify where access to the water 
is, or is likely to become, a limiting factor to public participation in boating and fishing on 
America’s waterways (freshwater and saltwater/inland and coastal), and the economic 
implications of access-induced limitations on public participation in boating. 
For More Information:  
Name/Address of Issuer: 
Susannah Costello 
Director, Industry Growth Initiatives 



Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation 
601 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 440 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: 703/519-0013  
Fax: 703/519-9565 
Email: scostello@rbff.org 
 
Date of Issuance: 7/21/2008 
Closing Date and Time: 8/22/2008 @ 5:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
 

Vacancy Announcements – BLM Colorado 
Two announcements for the same position in the Colorado BLM State Office. The 
position is the NLCS statewide program lead for Colorado. 
 
The Natural Resource Specialist vacancy # is CO Merit-2008-0181. 
The Outdoor Recreation Planner vacancy # is CO Merit-2008-0185 
 
Go to USAJobs and insert these vacancy #s or use agency search and then BLM-CO-
Denver. 
 
http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/ 
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