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The Outdoor Future Initiative and its core partners acknowledge the historical and
continued trauma of colonization on this nation and specifically its Native people. 

We acknowledge that the lands “managed and under the ownership of” non-tribal
governments such as states and the federal government, as is generally defined as “public
lands” are the stolen homelands of the original people of Turtle Island. These lands are
those upon which millions of people recreate and use to connect with nature in meaningful
ways.

We center indigenous voices at every decision making table of our initiative.  Please join
us in supporting OFI core member organization, Native Womens Wilderness, as they
continue to acknowledge history, break barriers to access, representation, and meaningful
participation.  Join, donate, advocate, learn more at
https://www.nativewomenswilderness.org/. 

Land + People  Acknowledgement:



OVERVIEW

Since 2020, the OUTDOOR F.U.T.U.R.E initiative
has built public and political momentum for the
creation of a national outdoor equity fund. 

With the successful launch and increased
demands of the New Mexico State Outdoor
Equity Fund, and the Outdoor Equity Grants
programs in California and Colorado, we believe
that now is the time for our nation’s federal
government to prioritize investment in our nation’s
youth and ensure outdoor equity for all. 



This fund will provide
large-scale, long-term
investments in programs to
ensure that all youth across
the nation, regardless of
their income or zip code,
have an opportunity to
explore the great outdoors
and to enjoy its health,
educational, and career-
building benefits.



The Outdoor FUTURE Initiative core group worked with Senator
Martin Heinrich's (D-NM) office to co-develop legislation that
would create a public-private National Outdoor
Equity/Opportunity Fund.  

When the legislation is passed and adopted into law, the federally
allocated funds associated with the bill would be used to support
grant-making to organizations and programs aimed at providing
meaningful outdoor recreation and educational experiences to
youth across the country.  The fund also supports and incentivizes
state outdoor equity funds.

Locally-led, locally driven policy development



CULTURAL SPACE MAKING EDUCATION

an activity, ceremony, or
cultural event that

encourages and/or maintains
community connection to

nature. 

establishment or re-
establishment of space in a

natural setting to meet
previous or emergent needs to
ensure community gathering
and cultural practices are
continued or preserved.

nature-grounded (conducted in a
natural setting or through the use
of natural materials associated

with a natural setting)
programming created by the

community to ensure that culture
and identity are integrated into

curriculum development, teaching
methods, and learning outcomes.

Meaningful Experiences Defined:



New Mexico's Outdoor Equity Fund: 
California Outdoor Equity Program: 
Colorado Outdoor Equity Program: 
Idaho - Be Outside Idaho 
Arizona Heritage Fund K-12 Small Grant Program 
Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant Program 
Minnesota No Child Left Inside 
Montana's Transportation and Lodging Grant 
Oregon's Outdoor School 
Texas's Community Outdoor Outreach Program (Co-Op) 

State Grant Programs: 

Utah Children Outdoor Recreation and
Education/Outdoor Classroom 
Washington State No Child Left Inside 
Maryland Environmental Education
Programs

 



Vibe Tribe Adventures
OVERVIEW

In 2016, Jessica Newton founded Vibe Tribe
Adventures, a Colorado-based national organization
focused on outdoor recreation and adventure sports
for Black, Indigenous, People of Color communities. 

VTA’s mission is to facilitate urban community
reconnection to nature-rich places through outdoor
recreation, backcountry adventures, stewardship,
outdoor industry career exploration, and outdoor. 



Urban Trekkers is outdoor recreation, adventure sports safety, and land
and water stewardship program for Black, Indigenous, People of Color,
and Friends.

Youth in the Urban Trekker program interact with the natural world as
a classroom and adventure sports experience. We travel to places
beyond the student’s everyday lives, to sites where learning comes alive,
and students have room to grow as outdoor recreators and
conservationists at their own pace.

 

Vibe Tribe Adventures
Urban Trekkers

https://vibetribeadventures.org/urban-trekker/



Vibe Tribe Adventures
Urban Trekkers Goals

Instill a love and respect for all creation and better
understand our roles as the Earth’s stewards 

Expose Vibe Tribe Adventures youth to the natural world by
way of outdoor adventures

Provide a setting in which young people and caring adults
connect to share experiences that will change how we see the
world today, and our place in it tomorrow. 

Build self-esteem and improve self-worth in the lives of
students and help them acquire skills they’ll need to be
successful.



Ways to Engage 
Spread the word - OutdoorFUTURE.org
Speak to to those who may be impacted by the legislation as well as those
who may administer the grant programs at the state and local levels.  Visit
our website, sign up for the newsletter, and share on your networks. 

Share Your Stories 
We are compiling stories to share via web, print, and socials to continue to
build momentum. Please contact katie@nuestra-tierra.org for more details. 

Volunteer with OFI 
Join our outreach and/or legislative committee!  For more information,
please email katie@nuestra-tierra.org. 



LEARN MORE AT

OutdoorFUTURE.org


